ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
antitussives and expectorants (1) Gram staining (10) . The bacteria were then preserved as slant cultures at 4°C in a refrigerator.
MATERIALS AND METHODS

BACTERIOLOGY
COUGH FORMULATION AND OTHER
CHEMICALS
Nine cough formulations were purchased from some Pharmacy st ores in Ibadan, Nigeria. They were given letter codes as stated along with their respective chemical ingredients in Table 1 .
Simple Syrup B.P: It was prepared as described in the official monograph (B.P. 
ANTIMICROBIAL SUSCEPTIBILITY TEST
The agar-cup diffusion as described by
Singleton (5) (Tables 3 &   4) .
RESULTS
Amongst the 9 cough formulations tested ( PM1  --12  30  ----12  ---PM2  --11  30  ----12  ---PM3  ------13  -----EC1  ----29  (RM)  -13  -----EC2  -10 
DISCUSSION
The inhibitory effect of certain chemical substances -menthol, citric acid, honey, volatile oils and others, contained in cough formulations on microorganism is well recognized (6, 7, 8, 9) 
